
#1 – THE SHAPE OF THINGS 
(PreK - 3) 

 
Math/Geometry 
 
CCG: Identify, describe, draw, compare and classify physical models of geometric figures. 
 CS:  Recognize, represent and use geometric figures and their properties. 
  BM 1: Sort, classify and describe shapes. 
 
CCG: Construct two- and three-dimensional models using a variety of tools.   

CS: Recognize, represent and use geometric figures and their properties. 
BM 1: Use concrete experiences to visualize and represent two- and three-dimensional 

geometric figures. 
    BM 1: Identify geometric shapes in natural and constructed environments. 

 
CCG: Find and analyze relationships among geometric figures using transformations. 

CS: Use given assumptions to determine properties of geometric figures, solve problems, 
and prove or justify relationships between figures. 
BM 1: Identify properties of geometric figures and combinations of shapes. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



#2 – GET IN TOUCH WITH TREES 
(PreK - 6) 

 
English/Writing: 
 
CCG: Communicate knowledge of the topic, including relevant examples, facts, anecdotes, and details 

appropriate to topic, audience and purpose. 
CS:  Communicate knowledge of the topic, including relevant examples, facts, anecdotes and 

details. 
  BM 1: Convey main ideas with some details. 

BM 2: Convey clear main ideas and supporting details in ways appropriate to topic, 
audience and purpose. 

 
CCG: Develop flow and rhythm of sentences. 

CS: Use varied sentence structures and lengths to enhance flow, rhythm and meaning in 
writing. 

 BM 2: Use sentence structures that flow and vary in length. 
 

CCG: Demonstrate knowledge of spelling, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, paragraphing and 
citing sources. 
CS: Use correct spelling, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, paragraph structure, 

sentence construction and other writing conventions. 
BM 1: Demonstrate some control of correct spelling, grammar, punctuation and 

capitalization. 
  BM 2: Use correct spelling, grammar, punctuation, capitalization and paragraphing. 
 
CCG: Use a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive) in appropriate 

context. 
 CS: Use a variety of modes and written forms to express ideas. 
  BM 1: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository). 

BM 2: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive) 
and forms (e.g., essays, stories, reports) appropriate to audience and purpose. 

 
 
 



#3 – THE PEPPERMINT BEETLE 
(K - 6) 

 
Science/Life Science 
 
CCG: Understand the characteristics, structure, and function of organisms. 

CS: Describe the characteristics, structure, and function of organisms. 
 BM 2: Describe basic plant and animal structures and their functions. 

 
CCG: Understand the relationships among living things and between living things and their 

environments. 
CS: Describe and analyze diversity of species, natural selection, and adaptations. 

BM 1: Identify how some animals gather and store food, defend themselves, and find 
shelter. 

BM 2: Describe how adaptations help a species survive. 
**Teacher Note:  To approach this benchmark, the teacher needs to lead a very pointed discussion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



#4 – SOUNDS AROUND 
(PreK- 8) 

 
English/Literature: 

 
CCG: Read a variety of literary forms (e.g., novels, poems, plays, short stories, autobiographies, 

essays) of varying complexity from a variety of cultures and time periods. 
CS: Read a variety of selections and recognize distinguishing characteristics of various 

literary forms.   
  BM 1: Read a variety of selections and identify various literary forms. 

BM 2: Read a variety of literary selections, including novels, short stories, poetry, 
plays, and nonfiction and identify characteristics of literary forms. 

BM 3: Read a variety of literary works and distinguish among characteristics of a 
variety of literary forms, including novels, short stories, poetry, plays, and 
nonfiction.  

 
**Teacher Note:  Benchmarks are applicable only if the students read the myth. 
 
Social Sciences/Geography: 
 
CCG: Understand how people and the environment are interrelated. 

CS: Understand how humans affect the physical environment. 
  BM 1: Understand how people’s lives are affected by the physical environment. 

 BM: 2 Understand how physical environments are affected by human activities. 
CS: Understand how physical characteristics in the environment and changes in the 

environment affect human activities.  
  BM 2: Understand how human activities are affected by the physical environment. 
  BM 3: Understand how changes in a physical environment affect human activity. 
CCG: Understand the geographic results of resource use and management programs and policies. 
 
 



#5 – POET-TREE 
(3 - 8) 

 
English/Writing: 
 
CCG: Communicate knowledge of the topic, including relevant examples, facts, anecdotes and details 

appropriate to topic, audience and purpose. 
CS: Communicate knowledge of the topic, including relevant examples, facts, anecdotes and 

details. 
  BM 1: Convey main idea with some details. 

BM 2: Convey clear main ideas and supporting details in ways appropriate to topic, 
audience and purpose. 

BM 3: Convey clear focused main ideas supported by details and examples in ways 
appropriate to topic, audience, and purpose. 

 
CCG: Express ideas in an engaging and credible way appropriate to audience and purpose.  
 
CCG: Develop flow and rhythm of sentences. 

CS: Use varied sentence structures and lengths to enhance flow, rhythm and meaning in 
writing. 

  BM 2: Use sentence structures that flow and vary in length. 
  BM 3: Use varied sentence structures and lengths to enhance flow and rhythm. 
 
CCG: Select functional, precise, and descriptive words appropriate to audience and purpose. 
 
CCG: Use a variety of written forms (e.g., journals, essays, short stories, poems, research papers, 

business and technical writing) to express ideas appropriate to audience and purpose. 



#6 – PICTURE THIS! 
(PreK - 3) 

 
Science/Life Science 
 
CCG: Understand the characteristics, structure, and function of organisms. 

CS: Describe the characteristics, structure, and function of organisms. 
BM 1: Recognize characteristics that are similar and different between organisms.  

 
 
 



#7 – HABITAT PEN PALS 
(3 - 6) 

 
English/Writing: 
 
CCG: Communicate knowledge of the topic, including relevant examples, facts, anecdotes and details 

appropriate to topic, audience, and purpose. 
CS: Communicate knowledge of the topic, including relevant examples, facts, anecdotes, and 

details. 
  BM 1: Convey main ideas with some details. 
  BM 2: Convey clear main ideas and supporting details in ways appropriate to topic, 
   audience and purpose. 
 
**Teacher Note:  This activity is based on prior student knowledge. It might be a good final 

assessment activity. 
 
Science/Life Science 
 
CCG: Understand the relationships among living things and between living things and their 
 environments. 
 CS: Explain and analyze the interdependence of organisms in their natural environment. 
  BM 1: Describe a habitat and the organisms that live there. 
  BM 2: Describe the relationship between characteristics of specific habitats 
   and the organisms that live there. 

 



#8 – THE FOREST OF S.T. SHREW 
(1 - 6) 

 
English/Reading: 
 
CCG: Demonstrate literal comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 

CS: Demonstrate literal comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 
BM 1: Retell, summarize or identify sequence of events, main ideas, facts, 

   and opinions in literary and informative selections. 
BM 2: Identify sequence of events, main ideas, facts, supporting details, and 

   opinions in literary, informative and practical selections. 



 

#9 – PLANET OF PLENTY 
(4 - 6) 

 
English/Communications: 
 
CCG: Communicate supported ideas using oral, visual, written and multi-media forms in ways 

appropriate to topic, context, audience and purpose. 
CS: Communicate knowledge of the topic, including relevant examples, facts, anecdotes, and 

details. 
  BM 1: Convey main ideas with some supporting details appropriate to audience and 
   purpose. 
  BM 2: Convey clear, focused main ideas with supporting details appropriate to  
   audience and purpose. 
 
Math/Statistics and Probability 
 
CCG: Read, construct and interpret displays of data (e.g., charts, tables, graphs) using appropriate 

techniques and technologies. 
CS: Create charts, tables, and graphs and use statistics to summarize data, draw 

inferences and make predictions. 
BM 1: Collect, organize, display and describe simple data using charts, tables, number 

lines, bar graphs and line graphs. 
BM 2: Collect, organize, display and analyze data using number lines, bar graphs, line 

graphs, circle graphs, stem and leaf plots and histograms. 
 
CCG: Analyze data to determine strength of relationships between sets, draw conclusions and make 

predictions. 
  
 
Science/Scientific Inquiry: 
 
CCG: Conduct procedures to collect, organize and display scientific data. 
 CS: Collect, organize and display scientific data. 
  BM 1: Collect data from an investigation. 
  BM 2: Collect, organize, and summarize data from investigations. 
 



#10 – CHARTING DIVERSITY 
(4 - 8) 

 
 

Science/Life Science 
 
CCG: Understand the characteristics, structure and functions of organisms. 

CS: Describe the characteristics, structure, and function of organisms. 
BM 2: Describe basic plant and animal structures and functions. 

 
 
 



#11 – CAN IT BE REAL? 
(4 - 8) 

 
Science/Life Science 
 
CCG: Understand the relationships among living things and between living things and their 

environments. 
CS: Describe and analyze diversity of species, natural selection and adaptations. 

BM 2: Describe how adaptations help a species survive. 
 



#12 – TREE TREASURES 
(2 - 6) 

 
 
 
Science/Science in Personal and Social Perspectives: 
 
CCG: Describe how daily choices of individuals, taken together, affect global resource cycles, 

ecosystems and natural resource supplies. 
 
CCG: Explain risks and benefits in personal and community health from a science perspective. 
 



#13 – WE ALL NEED TREES 
(4 - 6) 

 
English/Reading: 
 
CCG: Demonstrate evaluative comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 
 CS: Demonstrate evaluative comprehension of a variety of printed materials.  
  BM 2: Analyze and evaluate information and form conclusions. 

BM 3: Analyze and evaluate whether a conclusion is validated by the evidence in a 
selection. 

 
English/Writing: 
 
CCG: Use multi-step writing process (e.g., identify audience and purpose, generate ideas, plan, draft, 

confer, revise, and publish) to express ideas. 
 CS: Use a variety of modes and written forms to express ideas. 
  BM 1: Write in a variety of modes. (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository). 
 BM 2: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive) 

and forms (e.g., essays, stories, reports) appropriate to audience and purpose. 
BM 3: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive) 
and forms (e.g., essays, stories, letters, research papers, reports) appropriate to 
audience and purpose. 

 
Science/Science and Technology: 
 
CCG: Understand the relationship that exists between science and technology. 
 
CCG: Understand the process of technological design to solve problems and meet needs. 
 
Science/Science in Personal and Social Perspectives: 
 
CCG: Describe how daily choices of individuals, taken together, affect global resource cycles, 

ecosystems, and natural resource supplies. 



#14 –RENEWABLE OR NOT? 
(4 - 8) 

 
Science/Science in Personal and Social Perspectives: 
 
CCG: Describe how daily choices of individuals, taken together, affect global resource cycles, 

ecosystems, and natural resource supplies. 
 
Social Sciences/Geography: 
 
CCG:  Understand how differing points of view, self-interest and global distribution of natural 

resources play a role in conflict over territory. 
 

Social Sciences/Economics: 
 
CCG:  Understand that resources are limited (e.g., scarcity). 

CS: Understand the economic concept of scarcity. 
BM 2:  Understand that all economic choices have costs and benefits, and compare    

options in terms of costs and benefits. 
BM 3:  Understand incentives in a market economy that influence individuals and 

businesses in allocating resources (time, money, labor, natural resources). 
 

**Teacher Note:  Part B – Demonstrations 1 and 3 need to be conducted to meet Social Sciences  
benchmarks above. 



#15 - A FEW OF MY FAVORITE THINGS 
(4 - 8) 

 
Science/Science in Personal and Social Perspectives: 
 
CCG: Describe how daily choices of individuals, taken together, affect global resource cycles, 

ecosystems, and natural resource supplies. 
 



#16 – PASS THE PLANTS, PLEASE 
(PreK - 8) 

 
Mathematics/Statistics and Probability 
 
CCG: Read, construct and interpret displays of data (e.g., charts, tables, graphs) using appropriate 

techniques and technologies. 
CS: Create charts, tables, and graphs and use statistics to summarize data, draw 

inferences, and make predictions. 
  BM 1: Collect, organize, display and describe simple data using charts, tables, number 

lines, bar graphs, and line graphs. 
  BM 2: Collect, organize, display, and analyze data using number lines, bar graphs, line 

graphs, circle graphs, stem and leaf plots, and histograms. 
  BM 3: Create, interpret, and analyze charts, tables, and graphs to display data, draw 
   conclusions and solve problems. 
 
CCG: Analyze data to determine strength of relationships between sets, draw conclusions, and make 

predictions. 
 
 



#17 – PEOPLE OF THE FOREST 
(5 - 8) 

 
English/Reading: 
 
CCG: Demonstrate literal comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 
 CS: Demonstrate literal comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 
  BM 2: Identify sequence of events, main ideas, facts, supporting details, and opinions 
   in literary, informative and practical selections. 
  BM 3: Identify sequence of events, main ideas, facts, supporting details and opinions 
   in literary, informative and practical selections. 
 
English/Writing: 
 
CCG: Communicate knowledge of the topic, including relevant examples, facts, anecdotes and details 

appropriate to topic, audience and purpose. 
 CS: Communicate knowledge of the topic, including relevant examples, facts, anecdotes and 

details. 
BM 2: Convey clear main ideas and supporting details in ways appropriate to topic, 

audience and purpose. 
BM 3: Convey clear, focused main ideas supported by details and examples in ways 

appropriate to topic, audience and purpose. 
 
CCG: Develop flow and rhythm of sentences. 
 CS: Use varied sentence structures and lengths to enhance flow, rhythm and meaning in 

writing. 
  BM 2: Use sentence structures that flow and vary in length. 
  BM 3: Use varied sentence structures and lengths to enhance flow and rhythm. 
 
CCG: Demonstrate knowledge of spelling, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, paragraphing and 

citing sources. 
 CS: Use correct spelling, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, paragraph structure,  

sentence construction and other writing conventions. 
  BM 2: Use correct spelling, grammar, punctuation, capitalization and paragraphing. 
  BM 3: Use correct spelling, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, paragraphing and 
   citations. 
 

CCG: Use a variety of written forms (e.g., journals, essays, short stories, poems, research 
papers, business and technical writing) to express ideas appropriate to the audience 
and purpose. 

 CS: Use a variety of modes and written forms to express ideas. 
BM 2: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive) 
and forms (e.g., essays, stories, reports) appropriate to audience and purpose. 
BM 3: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive) 
and forms (e.g., essays, stories, letters, research papers, reports) appropriate to 
audience and purpose. 



 
English/Communication 
 
CCG: Communicate supported ideas using oral, visual, written, and multi-media forms in ways 

appropriate to topic, context, audience and purpose. 
 CS: Communicate knowledge of the topic, including relevant examples, facts, anecdotes, and 

details. 
  BM 2: Convey clear, focused main ideas with supporting details appropriate to  
   audience and purpose. 
  BM 3: Convey clear, focused main ideas with accurate, relevant supporting details 
   including documentation of sources, appropriate to audience and purpose. 
 
CCG: Demonstrate control of eye contact, speaking rate, volume, enunciation, inflection, gestures, 

and other nonverbal techniques. 
CS: Use eye contact, speaking rate, volume, enunciation, oral fluency, vocal energy and 

gestures to communicate ideas effectively when speaking. 
  BM 2: Demonstrate control of eye contact, speaking rate, volume, enunciation, and 
   gestures appropriate to audience and purpose. 
  BM 3: Demonstrate control of eye contact, speaking rate, volume, enunciation, and 
   gestures appropriate to audience and purpose. 
 
 
 



# 18 – TALE OF THE SUN 
(K - 6) 

 
English/Literature: 
 
CCG: Read a variety of literary forms (e.g., novels, poems, plays, short stories, autobiographies, 

essays) of varying complexity from a variety of cultures and time periods. 
CS: Read a variety of selections and recognize distinguishing characteristics of various 

literary forms. 
BM 1: Read a variety of selections and identify various 

   literary forms. 
BM 2: Read a variety of literary selections including novels, short stories, poetry, 

   plays and nonfiction and identify characteristics of literary forms. 
 



#19 – VALUES ON THE LINE 
(6  - 8) 

 
English/Communication: 
 
CCG: Communicate supported ideas using oral, visual, written and multi-media forms in ways 

appropriate to topic, context, audience and purpose. 
CS: Communicate knowledge of the topic, including relevant examples, facts, anecdotes and 

details. 
  BM 2: Convey clear, focused main ideas with supporting details appropriate to  
   audience and purpose. 
  BM 3: Convey clear, focused main ideas with accurate, relevant supporting details,  

including documentation of sources, appropriate to audience and purpose. 
 
CCG: Use the language, techniques, and conventions of a chosen communication form in ways 

appropriate to topic, context, audience, and purpose. 
 CS: Select words that are correct, functional and appropriate to audience and purpose. 
  BM 2: Use descriptive and accurate words appropriate to audience and purpose. 
  BM 3: Use descriptive and accurate words appropriate to audience and purpose. 
 
CCG: Demonstrate control of eye contact, speaking rate, volume, enunciation, inflection, gestures, 

and other nonverbal techniques. 
CS: Use eye contact, speaking rate, volume, enunciation, oral fluency, vocal energy and 

gestures to communicate ideas effectively when speaking. 
BM 2: Demonstrate control of eye contact, speaking rate, volume, enunciation, and 

gestures appropriate to audience and purpose. 
BM 3: Demonstrate control of eye contact, speaking rate, volume, enunciation, and 

gestures appropriate to audience and purpose. 
 
Science in Personal and Social Perspectives: 
 
CCG: Explain risks and benefits in personal and community health from a science perspective. 
 
Social Sciences/Social Science Analysis: 
 
CCG: Explain various perspectives on an event or issue and the reasoning behind them. 
 CS: Understand an event, issue, problem, or phenomenon from multiple perspectives. 
  BM 2: Identify and study two or more points of view on an event, issue or problem. 
  BM 3: Examine a controversial event, issue, or problem from more than one  
   perspective. 
 
**Teacher Note:  If the teacher writes additional value statements, the subject of the statements 

will determine which content standards may be met with this activity. 



#20 – ENVIRONMENTAL EXCHANGE BOX 
(K - 8) 

 
English/Writing: 
 
CCG: Communicate knowledge of the topic, including relevant examples, facts, anecdotes, and details  

appropriate to topic, audience and purpose. 
 CS: Communicate knowledge of the topic, including relevant examples, facts, anecdotes, and  

details. 
  BM 1: Convey main ideas with some details. 
  BM 2: Convey clear main ideas and supporting details in ways appropriate to  
   topic, audience and purpose. 
  BM 3: Convey clear, focused main ideas supported by details and examples in ways 
   appropriate to topic, audience and purpose. 
 
**Teacher Note:  Social studies and science benchmarks could be approached through the items 

selected for the box’s contents. The level of research could also be increased by 
determining which items are included in the box. 

 
The Arts/Create, Present and Perform: 
 
CCG: Apply artistic elements and technical skills to create, present and/or perform works of art for 

a variety of audiences and purposes. 
 CS: Apply artistic elements and technical skills to create, present and/or perform works of art 

for a variety of audiences and purposes. 
  BM 1: Create, present and/or perform a single form of art, using experiences, 
   imagination, artistic methods and composition to achieve desired effect. 
  BM 2: Create, present and/or perform a work of art, using experience, imagination, 
   observations, artistic elements and technical skills to achieve desired effect. 
  BM 3: Create, present and/or perform a work of art, selecting and applying artistic 
   elements and technical skills to achieve desired effect. 



# 22 – TREES AS HABITATS 
(3 - 8) 

 
Mathematics/Statistics and Probability 
 
CCG: Read, construct and interpret displays of data (e.g., charts, tables, graphs) using appropriate 

techniques and technologies. 
 CS: Create charts, tables and graphs and use statistics to summarize data, draw 

inferences, and make predictions. 
  BM 1: Collect, organize, display and describe simple data using charts, tables, number 

lines, bar graphs and line graphs. 
BM 2: Collect, organize, display, and analyze data using number lines, bar graphs, line 

graphs, circle graphs, stem and leaf plots and histograms. 
  BM 3: Create, interpret and analyze charts, tables, and graphs to display data, draw 

conclusions and solve problems. 
 
Science/Life Science 
 
CCG: Understand the relationship among living things and between living things and their 

environments. 
CS: Explain and analyze the interdependence of organisms in their natural environment.  

BM 1: Describe a habitat and the organisms that live there. 
BM 2: Describe the relationship between characteristics of specific habitats and the 

organisms that live there. 
BM 3: Identify and describe the factors that influence or change the balance of 

populations in their environment. 
 



#23 – THE FALLEN LOG 
(4 - 8) 

 
 
Science/Life Science 
 
CCG:   Understand the relationships among living things and between living things and their 

environment. 
  CS:  Explain and analyze the interdependence of organisms in their natural environment. 
   BM 1: Describe a habitat and the organisms that live there. 

  BM 2:  Describe the relationship between characteristics of specific habitats and the 
organisms that live there.   



 

#24 – NATURE’S RECYCLERS 
(1 - 6) 

 
Science/Scientific Inquiry: 
 
CCG: Formulate and express scientific questions or hypotheses to be investigated. 
 CS: Make observations.  Formulate and express scientific questions or hypotheses to be 

investigated based on the observations. 
BM 1: Make observations.  Based on these observations, ask questions or form 
hypotheses, which can be explored through simple investigations. 
BM 2: Make observations.  Ask questions or form hypotheses based on those 
observations, which can be explored through scientific investigations. 

 
CCG: Design safe and ethical scientific investigations to address questions or hypotheses. 
 CS: Design scientific investigations to address and explain questions or hypotheses. 
  BM 1: Plan a simple investigation. 
  BM 2: Design a simple scientific investigation to answer questions or test hypotheses. 
 
CCG: Conduct procedures to collect, organize and display scientific data. 
 CS: Collect, organize and display scientific data. 
  BM 1: Collect data from an investigation. 
  BM 2: Collect, organize, and summarize data from investigations. 
 
CCG: Analyze scientific information to develop and present conclusions. 
 CS: Analyze scientific information to develop and present conclusions. 
  BM 1: Use the data collected from an investigation to explain the results. 
  BM 2: Summarize, analyze and interpret data from investigations. 
 



#25 – BIRDS AND WORMS 
(K - 6) 

 
Science/Life Science 
 
CCG: Understand the relationships among living things and between living things and their  

environments. 
 CS: Describe and analyze diversity of species, natural selection and adaptations. 
  BM 1: Identify how some animals gather and store food, defend themselves and find 
   shelter. 
  BM 2: Describe how adaptations help a species survive.  
 



#26 – DYNAMIC DUOS 
(5 - 8) 

 
Science/Life Science 
 
CCG: Understand the characteristics, structure, and functions of organisms. 

CS:  Describe the characteristics, structure, and functions of organisms. 
BM 2: Describe basic plant and animal structures and their functions. 

 
CCG: Understand the relationships among living things and between living things and their 
environments. 

CS: Explain and analyze the interdependence of organisms in their natural environment. 
BM 2: Describe the relationship between characteristics of specific habitats and 

  the organisms that live there. 



# 27 – EVERY TREE FOR ITSELF 
(K - 8) 

 
Science/Life Science 
 
CCG:  Understand the characteristics, structure and functions of organisms. 
 CS: Describe the characteristics, structure and functions of organisms. 
  BM 1: Describe the basic needs of living things. 

BM 2: Describe basic plant and animal structures and their functions. 
   
CCG: Understand the relationships among living things and between living things and their 

environments. 
 CS: Explain and analyze the interdependence of organisms in their natural environment. 

BM 1: Describe a habitat and the organisms that live there. 
BM 2: Describe the relationship between characteristics of specific habitats 

   and the organisms that live there. 
BM 3: Identify and describe the factors that influence or change the balance 

   of populations in their environment. 
 
 



#28 – AIR PLANTS 
(3-6) 

 
Science/Life Science 
 
CCG:  Understand the characteristics, structure and functions of organisms. 
 CS: Describe the characteristics, structure and functions of organisms. 

BM 1: Describe the basic needs of living things. 
 

CCG: Understand the relationships among living things and between living things and their 
environments. 

 CS: Explain and analyze the interdependence of organisms in their natural environment. 
BM 1: Describe a habitat and the organisms that live there. 
BM 2: Describe the relationship between characteristics of specific habitats 

   and the organisms that live there. 
 
 



#29 – RAIN REASONS 
(6 - 8) 

 
Science/Scientific Inquiry 
 
CCG: Formulate and express scientific questions or hypotheses to be investigated. 

CS: Make observations.  Formulate and express scientific questions or hypothesis to be 
investigated based on the observations. 
BM 3: Based on observations and scientific concepts, ask questions or form 
hypotheses that can be explored through scientific investigations. 

 
CCG: Design safe and ethical scientific investigations to address questions or hypotheses. 
 CS: Design scientific investigations to address and explain questions or hypotheses. 
  BM 3: Design a scientific investigation to answer questions or test hypotheses. 
 
CCG: Conduct procedures to collect, organize, and display scientific data. 
 CS: Collect, organize, and display scientific data. 
  BM 3: Collect organize, and display sufficient data to support analysis. 
 
CCG: Analyze scientific information to develop and present conclusions. 
 CS: Analyze scientific information to develop and present conclusions. 
  BM 3: Summarize and analyze data including possible sources of error. 
   Explain results and offer reasonable and accurate interpretations 
   and implications. 
 
Social Sciences/Geography 
 
CCG: Use maps and other geographic tools and technologies to acquire, process, and report 

information from a spatial perspective. 
CS: Locate places and understand and use geographic information or relationships by 

reading, interpreting, and preparing maps and other geographic representations. 
 BM 3: Read, interpret, and understand how to construct geographic representations to 

analyze information, analyze information, understand spatial relationships and compare 
places. 

 
CCG: Compare and analyze physical (e.g., landforms, vegetation, wildlife, climate, and natural 

hazards) and human (e.g., populations, land use, language, and religion) characteristics of places 
and regions. 

 CS: Identify and analyze physical and human characteristics of places and regions, the 
processes that have shaped them, and their geographic significance. 

  BM 3: Explain and compare physical and human characteristics of major regions and 
   significant places in the world. 
 
 



# 30 – THREE CHEERS FOR TREES 
(1 - 6) 

 
**Teacher Notes: This activity could enhance a study of trees and serve as an anticipatory set or a 

short writing assignment for the culmination of a study of trees.  However, it does not 
meet any content standards or benchmarks by itself.  If you use the activity with older 
children, you may want to have them photograph the areas, rather than draw. 

 



#31 – PLANT A TREE 
(1 - 8) 

 
English/Writing: 
 
CCG: Use a variety of written forms (e.g., journals, essays, short stories, poems, research papers, 

business and technical writing)to express ideas appropriate to audience and purpose. 
 CS: Use a variety of modes and written forms to express ideas. 
  BM 1: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository). 
 BM 2: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive). 

and forms (e.g., essays, stories, reports)appropriate to audience and purpose. 
BM 3: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive). 
and forms (e.g., essays, stories, letters, research papers, reports) appropriate to 
audience and purpose. 

 
Social Sciences/Geography 
 
CCG: Understand how people and the environment are interrelated. 
 CS: Understand how humans affect the physical environment. 
  BM 1: Describe how people’s lives are affected by the physical environment. 
  BM 2: Explain how physical environments are affected by human activities.  
  BM 3: Understand how human modification of the physical environment in a place 
   affects both that place and other places. 
 

 
 



#32 – A FOREST OF MANY USES 
(5 - 8) 

 
Social Sciences/Social Science Analysis 
 
CCG: Explain various perspectives on an event or issue and the reasoning behind them. 
 CS: Understand an event, issue, problem, or phenomenon from multiple perspectives. 
  BM 2: Identify and study two or more points of view on an event, issue or problem. 

BM 3: Examine a controversial event, issue, or problem from more than one 
perspective. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



#33 – FOREST CONSEQUENCES 
(6 - 8) 

 
Social Sciences/ Social Sciences Analysis: 
 
CCG: Explain various perspectives on an event or issue and the reasoning behind them. 
 CS: Understand an event, issue, problem, or phenomenon from multiple perspectives. 
  BM 2: Identify and study two or more points of view on an event, issue or problem. 

BM 3: Examine a controversial event, issue, or problem from more than one 
perspective. 

CCG: Identify and analyze an issue 
CS: Identify and analyze characteristics, causes and consequences of an event, issue, 

problem, or phenomenon.  
BM 2: Identify characteristics of an event, issue, or problem, suggesting possible 

   causes and results. 
  BM 3: Examine the various characteristics, causes, and effects of an event, issue, 
   or problem. 
CCG: Select a course of action to resolve an issue. 
 CS: Identify, compare and evaluate outcomes, responses, or solutions, then reach a 

supported conclusion. 
  BM 2: Identify a response or solution and support why it makes sense, using support 
   from research. 
  BM 3: Consider two or more outcomes, responses, or solutions, identify their 
   strengths and weaknesses, then conclude and justify which is the best. 
 



#34 – WHO WORKS IN THIS FOREST? 
(3 - 6) 

 
Science/History and Nature of Science  
CCG: Understand that science is a human endeavor practiced by individuals from many different 

cultures. 



#35 – LOVING IT TOO MUCH 
(6 - 8) 

 
Science/Science in Personal and Social Perspectives: 
 
CCG: Describe how daily choices of individuals, taken together, affect global resource cycles, 

ecosystems, and natural resource supplies. 
 
 **Teacher Note:  The information in this activity is dated 1989 and 1993.  You might first want to 

update the information. The original references are cited, or try the federal 
government’s web page.   As written, this activity offers opportunities for students to 
work toward the Social Sciences CCG of identifying, analyzing and selecting a course of 
action to resolve an issue.  However, it is a discussion-based activity and needs the 
research component to meet the CCG.  It might be interesting to do research on 
Oregon’s National Park, Crater Lake. 

 



#36 – POLLUTION SEARCH 
(2 - 6) 

 
Mathematics/Statistics and Probability 
 
CCG: Read, construct, and interpret displays of data (e.g., charts, tables, graphs) using appropriate 

techniques and technologies. 
CS: Create charts, tables, and graphs and use statistics to summarize data, draw 

inferences, and make predictions. 
BM 1: Collect, organize, display, and describe simple data using charts, tables, number 
lines, bar graphs and line graphs. 
BM 2: Collect, organize, display and analyze data using number lines, bar graphs, line 
graphs, circle graphs, stem and leaf plots and histograms. 

 
Science/Science in Social and Personal Perspectives 
 
CCG: Describe how daily choices of individuals, taken together, affect global resource cycles, 

ecosystems, and natural resource supplies. 
 
CCG: Explain risks and benefits and personal and community health from a science perspective. 
 
 



#37 – TALKING TRASH, NOT! 
(1 - 6) 

 
Mathematics/Statistics and Probability 
 
CCG: Read, construct, and interpret displays of data (e.g., charts, tables, graphs) using appropriate 

techniques and technologies. 
CS: Create charts, tables, and graphs and use statistics to summarize data, draw 

inferences, and make predictions. 
BM 1: Collect, organize, display, and describe simple data using charts, tables, number 
lines, bar graphs and line graphs. 
BM 2: Collect, organize, display and analyze data using number lines, bar graphs, line 
graphs, circle graphs, stem and leaf plots and histograms. 

 
Science/Science in Social and Personal Perspectives: 
 
CCG: Describe how daily choices of individuals, taken together, affect global resource cycles, 

ecosystems, and natural resource supplies. 
 
CCG: Explain risks and benefits and personal and community health from a science perspective. 



#38 – EVERY DROP COUNTS 
(4 - 8) 

 
Mathematics/Measurement 
 
CCG: Measure quantities indirectly using algebra, geometry, or trigonometry. 
 CS: Apply indirect methods of measurement (e.g., formulas, estimates). 
  BM 2: Make and use estimates of length, weight, capacity, angle, money and time. 
  BM 3: Use tools, scale drawings, models, and formulas to estimate and calculate 
   length, weight, angle, volume, distance, area, perimeter and speed. 
 
Science/Science in Social and Personal Perspectives: 
 
CCG: Describe how daily choices of individuals taken together, affect global resource cycles, 

ecosystems and natural resource supplies. 
 
CCG: Explain risks and benefits in personal and community health from a science perspective. 



 #39 – ENERGY SLEUTHS 
(6 - 8) 

 
English/Reading 
 
CCG: Demonstrate literal comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 
 CS: Demonstrate literal comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 

BM 3: Identify sequence of events, main ideas, facts, supporting details, and opinions 
in literary, informative and practical selections. 

 
English/Writing 
 
CCG: Demonstrate knowledge of spelling, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, paragraphing and 

citing source. 
CS: Use correct spelling, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, paragraph structure, 

sentence construction and other writing conventions. 
BM 3: Use correct spelling, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, paragraphing, and 
citations. 

 
CCG: Use a variety of written forms (e.g., journals, essays, short stories, poems, research papers, 

business and technical writing) to express ideas appropriate to audience and purpose. 
 CS: Use a variety of modes and written forms to express ideas. 

BM 3: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive) 
and forms (e.g., essays, stories, letters, research papers, reports) appropriate to 
audience and purpose. 

 
English/Communication 
 
CCG: Investigate topics of interest and importance selecting appropriate media sources and using 

effective research processes. 
CCG: Demonstrate ethical use of resources and materials (e.g. copyright, citation of sources). 
 
Science/Science in Social and Personal Perspectives: 
 
CCG: Describe how daily choices of individuals, taken together, affect global resource cycles, 

ecosystems, and natural resource supplies. 
 
Social Sciences/Civics and Government 
 
CCG: Understand participatory responsibilities of citizens in the community (voluntarism) and in the 
political process (becoming informed about public issues and candidates, joining political 
parties/interest groups/associations, communicating with public officials, voting influencing lawmaking 
through such processes as petitions/initiatives). 
 



**Teacher Note:  In order for students to write energy policy, the teacher will need to set up 
opportunities for students to review national, state and local energy policies. 

 



#40 – THEN AND NOW 
(5 - 8) 

 
English/Communication: 
 
CCG: Acquire, interpret, and use information from print, visual, electronic and human sources. 
 
**Teacher Note:  An intriguing activity at first glance, but it seems to be only a beginning.  Perhaps, 

a teacher could use the information gained towards developing other projects, such as 
a research paper, newsletter or video presentation about changes in your community. 
  

 



#41 - HOW PLANTS GROW 
(4 - 8) 

 
Mathematics/Statistics and Probability 
 
CCG: Read, construct and interpret displays of data (e.g. charts, tables, graphs) using appropriate 

techniques and technologies. 
CCG: Analyze data to determine strength of relationships between sets, draw conclusions, and make 

predictions. 
CS: Create charts, tables and graphs and use statistics to summarize data, draw inferences 
and make predictions. 

BM 2: Collect, organize, display and analyze data using number lines, bar graphs, line 
graphs, circle graphs, stem and leaf plots and histograms. 

  BM 3: Create, interpret and analyze charts, tables, and graphs to display data, 
  draw conclusions and solve problems. 

 
Science/Life Science 
 
CCG: Understand the characteristics, structure and functions of organisms. 
 CS: Describe the characteristics, structure and functions of organisms. 
  BM 1: Describe the basic needs of living things. 

BM 2: Describe basic plant and animal structures and their functions. 
 
Science/Scientific Inquiry 
 
CCG: Conduct procedures to collect, organize, and display scientific data. 

CS: Collect, organize, and display scientific data. 
 BM 2: Collect, organize and summarize data from investigations. 
 BM 3: Collect organize, and display sufficient data to support analysis. 

 
**Teacher Note:  Be sure to include the enrichment activities so you have students doing the analysis 

portion of this benchmark at the 8th grade level. 
 



#42 – SUNLIGHT AND SHADES OF GREEN 
(2 - 8) 

 
Science/Life Science 
 
CCG: Understand the characteristics, structure and functions of organisms. 
 CS: Describe the characteristics, structure and functions of organisms. 
  BM 1: Describe the basic needs of living things. 

BM 2: Describe basic plant and animal structures and their functions. 
 BM 3: Describe and explain the structure and functions of an organism in terms of 

cells, tissues and organs. 
 
**Teacher Note:  Using this activity as an anticipatory set for content teaching on photosynthesis 

and respiration is suggested.  The enrichment activities make this much more 
appropriate for meeting the content standards for Organisms. 

 



#43 – HAVE SEEDS WILL TRAVEL 
(K - 8) 

 
Science/Life Science 
 
CCG: Understand the characteristics, structure and functions of organisms. 

CS: Describe the characteristics, structure and function of organisms. 
BM 1: Recognize characteristics that are similar and different between organisms. 
BM 2: Describe basic plant and animal structures and their functions. 
BM 3: Describe and explain the structure and functions of an organism in 

   terms of cells, tissues, and organs. 
 
**Teacher Note:  For the primary students, teachers can read Dr. Seuss’s book, Fox in Sox.  There is 

a Project WILD activity, Seed Need, that also correlates well with this activity. 
 



#44 – WATER WONDERS 
(4 - 8) 

 
English/Writing 
 
CCG: Use a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive) in appropriate 

context.    
 CS: Use a variety of modes and written forms to express ideas. 

BM 2: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive) 
and forms (e.g., essays, stories, reports) appropriate to audience and purpose. 
BM 3: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive) 
and forms (e.g., essays, stories, letters, research papers, reports) appropriate to 
audience and purpose. 

 
**Teacher Note:  The above CCG and components pertain to Part A of this activity. 
 



#45 – WEB OF LIFE 
(4 - 8) 

 
Science/Life Science 
 
CCG: Understand the relationships among living things and between living things and their 

environments. 
CS: Explain and analyze the interdependence of organisms in their natural environment. 

BM 2: Describe the relationship between characteristics of specific habitats and the 
organisms that live there. 
BM 3: Identify and describe the factors that influence or change the balance of 
populations in their environment. 

 



#47 – ARE VACANT LOTS VACANT? 
(4 - 8) 

 
English/Communication 
 
CCG: Analyze and evaluate the significance and accuracy of information and ideas presented in 

written, oral, visual, and multi-media communications. 
 
Mathematics/Measurement 
  
CCG: Describe, estimate, and use measures of length, perimeter, weight, time, temperature, money 

and capacity. 
CS: Apply direct methods of measurement in metric, U.S. customary and other systems. 

  BM 2: Measure length, perimeter, weight, area, volume, time, temperature and angle 
  using standard and nonstandard units of measurement. 

BM 3: Measure length, perimeter, weight, area, volume, temperature, angle and 
distance using standard and nonstandard units of measurement. 

 
Science/Life Science 
 
CCG: Understand the relationships among living things and between living things and their 

environments. 
 CS: Explain and analyze the interdependence of organisms in their natural environment. 
  BM 2: Describe the relationship between characteristics of specific habitats 
   and the organisms that live there. 



#48 – FIELD, FOREST AND STREAM 
(1 - 8) 

 
Science/Life Science 
 
CCG: Understand the relationships among living things and between living things and their 

environments. 
 CS: Explain and analyze the interdependence of organisms in their natural environment. 

BM 1: Describe a habitat and the organisms that live there. 
BM 2: Describe the relationship between characteristics of specific habitats and the 
organisms that live there. 
BM 3: Identify and describe the factors that influence or change the balance of 

populations in their environment. 
 
Science/Scientific Inquiry 
 
CCG: Conduct procedures to collect, organize, and display scientific data. 

CS:  Collect, organize, and display scientific data. 
BM 2: Collect, organize and summarize data from investigations. 
 

**Teacher Note:  This activity has real potential to meet the 8th grade benchmark under Scientific 
Inquiry above.  In order to do so, students need to use their collected data to support 
an analysis.  As written in the activity guide, the students don’t do this thoroughly.  
However, using the enrichment section will bring out further ideas, expanding upon 
their investigations. This is a natural lead to analyzing data at deeper levels of 
understanding. 

 



#49 – TROPICAL TREEHOUSE 
(3 - 8) 

 
English/Writing 
 
CCG: Use a variety of written forms (e.g., journals, essays, short stories, poems, research papers, 

business and technical writing) to express ideas appropriate to audience and purpose. 
 CS: Use a variety of modes and written forms to express ideas. 
  BM 1: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository). 
 BM 2: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive) 

and forms (e.g., essays, stories, reports) appropriate to audience and purpose. 
BM 3: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive) 
and forms (e.g., essays, stories, letters, research papers, reports) appropriate to 
audience and purpose. 

 
English/Communication 
 
CCG: Investigate topics of interest and importance, selecting appropriate media sources and using 

effective research processes. 
 
**Teacher Note:  Overall this activity seems to be a great culmination of a study of biomes.  We 

suggest you emphasize the comparison to a forest typical to your own (Part A, Step 5) 
because western Oregon includes the temperate coastal rainforest, a biome that is 
changing considerably.  Please check out the enrichment activities; there are good 
suggestions for enhancing and completing this activity. 



#50 - 400-ACRE WOOD 
(7 - 8) 

 
English/Writing 
 
CCG: Use a variety of written forms (e.g., journals, essays, short stories, poems, research papers, 

business and technical writing) to express ideas appropriate to audience and purpose. 
 CS: Use a variety of modes and written forms to express ideas. 

BM 3: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, 
persuasive) and forms (e.g., essays, stories, letters, research papers, reports) 
appropriate to audience and purpose. 

  
English/Communication 
 
CCG: Communicate supported ideas using oral, visual, written, and multi-media forms in ways 

appropriate to topic, context, audience and purpose. 
CS: Communicate knowledge of the topic, including relevant examples, facts, anecdotes, and 

details. 
BM 3: Convey clear, focused main ideas with accurate, relevant supporting details, 
including documentation of sources, appropriate to audience and purpose. 

 
CCG: Investigate topics of interest and importance, selecting appropriate media sources and using 

effective research processes. 
 
CCG: Analyze and evaluate the significance and accuracy of information and ideas presented in 

written, oral, visual and multi-media communications. 
 
Mathematics/Calculations and Estimations 
 
CCG: Select and use appropriate methods and tools for computing with numbers (e.g., mental 

calculation, paper and pencil, calculator, computer). 
CS: Compute with whole numbers, fractions, decimals, and integers using paper and pencil, 

calculators and computers. 
BM 3: Perform calculations on whole numbers, fractions, decimals, and integers using 
paper and pencil, calculators and/or computers. 

 
Social Sciences/Geography 
 
CCG: Use maps and other geographic tools and technologies to acquire, process, and report 

information from a spatial perspective. 
CS: Locate places and understand and use geographic information or relationships by 

reading, interpreting and preparing maps and other geographic representations. 
 BM: 3 Read, interpret, and understand how to construct geographic representations to 

analyze information, understand spatial relationships, and compare places. 
 



 
Social Sciences/Economics:  
 
CCG: Understand that resources are limited (e.g., scarcity). 

CS: Understand the economic concept of scarcity. 
BM 3: Understand incentives in a market economy that influence individuals and 

business in allocating resources (time, money, labor, natural resources). 
 

Social Sciences/ Social Sciences Analysis 
 

CCG: Identify and analyze an issue. 
CS: Identify and analyze characteristics, causes, and consequences of an event, issue, 

problem or phenomenon. 
BM 3: Examine the various characteristics, causes, and effects of an event, issue, or 
problem. 

CCG: Select a course of action to resolve an issue. 
CS: Identify, compare and evaluate outcomes, responses, or solutions, then reach supported 

conclusion. 
BM 3: Consider two or more outcomes, responses, or solutions, identify their 
strengths and weaknesses, then conclude and justify which is the best. 

  
 
 
 



#51 – MAKE YOUR OWN PAPER 
(1 - 8) 

 
The Arts/Create, Present and Perform: 
 
CCG: Apply artistic elements and technical skills to create, present and/or perform works of art for 

a variety of audiences and purposes. 
CS: Apply artistic elements and technical skills to create, present and/or perform works of 

art for a variety of audiences and purposes. 
BM 1: Create, present, and/or perform a single form of art, using experiences, 

imagination, artistic methods and composition to achieve desired effect. 
BM 2: Create, present, and/or perform a work of art, using experiences, imagination, 

observations, artistic elements and technical skills to achieve desired effect. 
BM 3: Create, present, and/or perform a work of art, selecting and applying artistic 

elements and technical skills to achieve desired effect. 
 
**Teacher Note:  This is an excellent activity to culminate the study of forest products and uses.  A 

natural extension, especially for grades 5 and 8, is to look at using different fibers 
which can be used to create paper, e.g. bananas, rags, oat straw.  Extend the activity in 
several ways, e.g. writing in language arts, and incorporating art projects. 

 



#52 – A LOOK AT ALUMINUM 
(5 - 8) 

 
English/Communication 
 
CCG: Structure oral, visual, written and multi-media presentations in clear sequence, making 

connections and transitions among ideas and elements. 
CS: Structure information in clear sequence, making connections and transitions among 

ideas, sentences and paragraphs. 
  BM 2: Demonstrate organization by developing a beginning, middle and end with 
   clear sequencing of ideas and transitions. 
  BM 3: Demonstrate organization by developing a beginning, middle and end and by 
   providing clear sequencing of ideas and transitions. 
 
**Teacher Note:  In order to reach this benchmark, please be sure to include an oral presentation as 

part of the visual presentation. 
 
Science/Science in Social and Personal Perspectives 
 
CCG: Describe how daily choices of individuals, taken together, affect global resource cycles, 

ecosystems, and natural resource supplies. 
 
Social Sciences/Social Science Analysis 
  
CCG: Identify, analyze and select a course of action to resolve an issue. 
 CS: Identify and analyze an issue, 

problem, or phenomenon. 
  BM 2: Identify characteristics of an event, issue, or problem suggesting possible 
   causes and results. 
  BM 3: Examine the various characteristics, causes, and effects of an event, issue, 
   or problem. 
  

CS: Select a course of action to resolve an issue. 
  BM 2: Identify a response or solution and explain why it makes sense, using support 
   from research. 
  BM 3: Consider two or more outcomes, responses, or solutions, identify their 
   strengths and weaknesses, then conclude and justify which is the best. 



#53 – ON THE MOVE 
(4 - 8) 

 
 
Science/Science and Technology 
 
CCG: Understand the process of technological design to solve problems and meet needs. 
 



#54 – I’D LIKE TO VISIT A PLACE WHERE... 
(4 -8) 

 
English/Writing 
 
CCG: Select functional, precise, and descriptive words appropriate to audience and purpose. 
 

 
 



#55 – PLANNING THE IDEAL COMMUNITY 
(6 - 8) 

 
Social Sciences/Social Science Analysis  
 
CCG: Define and clarify an issue so that its dimensions are well understood. 

CS: Identify, research and clarify an event, issue, problem or phenomenon of significance 
to society. 

  BM 3: Clarify key aspects of an event, issue, or problem through inquiry and research. 
CCG: Acquire and organize materials from primary and secondary sources. 

CS: Gather, use, and evaluate researched information to support analysis and conclusions. 
BM 3: Gather, interpret, use, and document information from multiple sources, 
distinguishing facts from opinions and recognizing points of view. 

CCG: Explain various perspectives on an event or issue and the reasoning behind them. 
 CS: Understand an event, issue, problem or phenomenon from multiple perspectives. 

BM 3: Examine a controversial event, issue, or problem from more than one 
perspective. 

CCG: Identify, and analyze an issue. 
CS: Identify and analyze characteristics, causes, and consequences of an event, issue, 

problem or phenomenon. 
BM 3: Examine the various characteristics, causes, and effects of an event, issue, or 
problem. 

CCG: Select a course of action to resolve an issue. 
CS: Identify, compare and evaluate outcomes, responses, or solutions, then reach a 

supported conclusion. 
BM 3: Consider two or more outcomes, responses, or solutions, identify their 
strengths and weaknesses, then conclude and justify which is the best. 

 
**Teacher Note:  In order to reach this benchmark, Parts A, B and the enrichment activities must be 

included as well as other resources. This activity is a fine one for integration and 
merits close review.  

 
 



#56 – WE CAN WORK IT OUT 
(5 - 8) 

 
Social Sciences/Civics and Government 
 
CCG: Understand participatory responsibilities of citizens in the community (voluntarism) and in the 
political process (becoming informed about public issues and candidates, joining political 
parties/interest groups/associations, communicating with public officials, voting influencing lawmaking 
through such processes as petitions/initiatives). 

CS: Understand the participatory obligations of US citizens. 
  BM 2: Understand how citizens can learn about public issues. 
  BM 3: Understand how citizens can make their voices heard in the political process.  

 
CCG: Understand how government is influenced and changed by support and dissent of individuals, 
groups, and international organizations. 
 CS: Understand how individuals, groups, and international organizations influence 

government. 
 BM: 2 Identify and give examples of how individuals can influence the actions of 

government. 
 BM: 3 Identify and give examples of how groups and organizations can influence the 

actions of government. 



#57 – DEMOCRACY IN ACTION 
(5 - 8) 

 
Social Sciences/Civics and Government 
 
CCG: Understand personal and political rights of citizens in the United States. 

CS: Understand the roles, rights, and responsibilities of citizens in the United States. 
  BM 2 Identify the rights of US citizens. 

 BM 3 Understand citizens’ right and how the Constitution protects those rights. 
 
CCG: Understand participatory responsibilities of citizens in the community (voluntarism) and in the 
political process (becoming informed about public issues and candidates, joining political 
parties/interest groups/associations, communicating with public officials, voting influencing lawmaking 
through such processes as petitions/initiatives). 

CS: Understand the participatory obligations of US citizens. 
  BM 2: Understand how citizens can learn about public issues. 
  BM 3: Understand how citizens can make their voices heard in the political process.  

 
CCG: Understand how government is influenced and changed by support and dissent of individuals, 
groups, and international organizations. 
 CS: Understand how individuals, groups, and international organizations influence 

government. 
 BM: 2 Identify and give examples of how individuals can influence the actions of 

government. 
 BM: 3 Identify and give examples of how groups and organizations can influence the 

actions of government. 



#58 – THERE OUGHT TO BE A LAW 
(3 - 8) 

 
Social Sciences/Civics and Government 
 
CCG: Understand personal and political rights of citizens in the United States. 

CS: Understand the roles, rights, and responsibilities of citizens in the United 
States. 

  BM 1: Identify rights that people have in their communities. 
BM 2 Identify the rights of US citizens. 

 BM 3 Understand citizens’ right and how the Constitution protects those rights. 
 
CCG: Understand participatory responsibilities of citizens in the community (voluntarism) and in the 
political process (becoming informed about public issues and candidates, joining political 
parties/interest groups/associations, communicating with public officials, voting influencing lawmaking 
through such processes as petitions/initiatives). 

CS: Understand the participatory obligations of US citizens. 
BM 1: Identify ways that people can participate in their communities and the 
responsibilities of participation. 
BM 2: Understand how citizens can learn about public issues. 

  BM 3: Understand how citizens can make their voices heard in the political process.  
 

CCG: Understand how government is influenced and changed by support and dissent of individuals, 
groups, and international organizations. 
 CS: Understand how individuals, groups, and international organizations influence 

government. 
 BM: 2 Identify and give examples of how individuals can influence the actions of 

government. 
 BM: 3 Identify and give examples of how groups and organizations can influence the 

actions of government. 
 



#59 – POWER OF PRINT 
(6 - 8) 

 
English/Reading 
 
CCG: Demonstrate inferential comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 
 CS: Demonstrate inferential comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 
  BM 3: Examine relationships, images, patterns or symbols to draw conclusions about  
   their meanings in printed material. 
 
CCG: Demonstrate evaluative comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 
 CS: Demonstrate evaluative comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 
  BM 3: Analyze and evaluate whether a conclusion is validated by the evidence in a 
   selection. 
 
English/Writing 
 
CCG: Use a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive) in appropriate 

context. 
CCG: Use a variety of written forms (e.g., journals, essays short stories, poems, research papers, 

business and technical writing) to express ideas appropriate to audience and purpose. 
CCG: Use multi-step writing process (e.g., identify audience and purpose, generate ideas, plan, draft 

confer, revise, and publish) to express ideas. 
CCG: Reflect upon and evaluate own writing. 

CS: Use a variety of modes and written forms to express ideas. 
BM 3: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive) 
and forms (e.g., essays, stories, letters, research papers, reports) appropriate to 
audience and purpose. 

 
 
 



#60 – PUBLICIZE IT! 
(5 - 8) 

 
English/Writing 
 
CCG: Use a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive) in appropriate 

context. 
 CS: Use a variety of modes and written forms to express ideas. 

BM 2: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive) 
and forms (e.g., essays, stories, reports) appropriate to audience and purpose. 
BM 3: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive) 
and forms (e.g., essays, stories, letters, research papers, reports) appropriate to 
audience and purpose. 

 
 



#61 – THE CLOSER YOU LOOK 
(PREK - 6) 

 
 
Science/Life Science 
 
CCG: Understand the characteristics, structure and functions of organisms. 
 CS: Describe the characteristics, structure and functions of organisms. 
  BM 1: Recognize characteristics that are similar and different between organisms. 
  BM 2: Describe basic plant and animal structures and their functions. 

 
 

 
 



#63 – TREE FACTORY 
(3 - 6) 

 
 
 
Science/Life Sciences 
 
CCG: Understand the characteristics, structure and functions of organisms. 
 CS: Describe the characteristics, structure and functions of organisms. 
  BM 1: Recognize characteristics that are similar and different between organisms. 
  BM 2: Describe basic plant and animal structures and their functions. 

 
 



#64 – LOOKING AT LEAVES 
(K - 4) 

 
Science/Life Science 
 
CCG: Understand the characteristics, structure and functions of organisms. 
 CS: Describe the characteristics, structure and functions of organisms. 
  BM 1: Recognize characteristics that are similar and different between organisms. 
  BM 2: Describe basic plant and animal structures and their functions. 

 
 

 



#65 – BURSTING BUDS 
(K - 6) 

 
 
Science/Life Science/Organisms 
 
CCG: Understand the characteristics, structure, and functions of organisms. 
 CS: Describe the characteristics, structure and functions of organisms. 
  BM 2: Describe basic plant and animal structures and their functions. 
 
 



#66 – GERMINATING GIANTS 
(4 - 6) 

 
Mathematics/Calculations and Estimations/Computation 
 
CCG: Select and use appropriate methods and tools for computing with numbers (e.g., mental 

calculations, paper and pencil, calculator, computer). 
CS: Compute with whole numbers, fractions, decimals and integers using paper and pencil, 

calculators and computers. 
BM 1: Perform whole number calculations using paper and pencil and calculators. 
BM 2: Perform calculations on whole numbers, fractions and decimals using paper and 
pencil and calculators. 

 
Mathematics/Measurement 
 
CCG: Describe, estimate and use measures of length, perimeter, weight, time, temperature, money 

and capacity. 
CCG: Read and interpret various scales (e.g., number lines, graphs, maps). 

CS: Apply direct methods of measurement in metric, U. S. customary and other systems. 
  BM 1: Measure length, perimeter, weight, area, time, and temperature using standard 
   and nonstandard units of measurement. 
  BM 2: Measure length, perimeter, weight, area, volume, time, temperature and angle 
   using standard and nonstandard units of measurement. 
 



#67 – HOW BIG IS YOUR TREE? 
(3 - 8) 

 
Mathematics/Measurement 
 
CCG: Determine and use appropriate standard and nonstandard units and tools of measurement to 

measure to the degree of precision and accuracy desired in particular situations. 
 CS: Determine appropriate units, tools, and techniques to measure to the degree of  

precision and accuracy desired in particular situations. 
  BM 1: Select the appropriate units and tools to measure length, perimeter, weight, 
   area, volume, time, temperature, money and angle. 
  BM 2: Select the appropriate units and tools to measure length, perimeter, weight, 
   area, volume, time, temperature, money and angle. 
  BM 3: Determine appropriate units and tools to measure to the degree of accuracy 
   required in particular situations. 
 
CCG: Describe, estimate and use measures of length, perimeter, weight, time, temperature, money 
and capacity. 
 CS: Apply direct methods of measurement in metric, U. S. customary and other systems. 
  BM 1: Measure length, perimeter, weight, area, time and temperature using standard 
   and nonstandard units of measurement. 
  BM 2: Measure length, perimeter, weight, area, volume, time, temperature and 
   angle using standard and nonstandard units of measurement. 
  BM 3: Measure length, perimeter, weight, area, volume, temperature, angle and 
   distance using standard and nonstandard units of measurement. 
 
Mathematics/Geometry 
 
CCG: Relate change in an object’s linear measurements to change in its perimeter, area and/or 

volume 
 CS: Recognize, represent, and use geometric figures and their properties. 
  BM 1: Identify geometric shapes in natural and constructed environments. 
  BM 2: Recognize and describe geometric shapes and their functions in natural and 
   constructed environments. 
 
CCG: Solve problems using geometric relationships, spatial reasoning, and coordinate geometry. 
 CS: Use given assumptions to determine properties of geometric figures, solve problems, 

and prove or justify relationships between figures. 
  BM 2: Use geometric representations to solve problems. 
  BM 3: Use geometric diagrams and models to solve problems. 



#68 – NAME THAT TREE 
(2 - 8) 

 
Science/Life Science 
 
CCG: Understand the characteristics, structure, and functions of organisms. 
 CS: Describe characteristics, structure and functions of organisms. 
  BM 1: Recognize characteristics that are similar and different between organisms. 
 
CCG: Understand the transmission of traits in living things. 
 CS: Understand the transmission of traits in living things. 
  BM 1: Describe how related plants and animals have similar characteristics. 
 



#70 – SOIL STORIES 
(5 - 8) 

 
English/Communication 
 
CCG: Analyze and evaluate the significance and accuracy of information and ideas presented in 

written, oral, visual and multi-media communications. 
 
Mathematics/Measurement 
 
CCG: Describe, estimate and use measures of length, perimeter, weight, time, temperature, money 

and capacity. 
 CS: Apply direct methods of measurement in metric, U. S. customary and other systems. 
  BM 2: Measure length, perimeter, weight, area, volume, time, temperature and 
   angle using standard and nonstandard units of measurement. 
  BM 3: Measure length, perimeter, weight, area, volume, temperature, angle and 
   distance using standard and nonstandard units of measurement. 
 
Science/Earth and Space Science 
 
CCG: Understand the properties and limited availability of the materials which make up the Earth. 
 CS: Identify the structure of the Earth system and changes that can occur in its physical  

properties. 
  BM 2 Identify properties and uses of Earth materials. 
 BM 3: Recognize that Earth materials are limited and explore strategies for 

addressing the problem. 
 
Science/Scientific Inquiry 
 
CCG: Conduct procedures to collect, organize and display scientific data. 
 CS: Collect, organize and display scientific data. 
  BM 2: Collect, organize and summarize data from investigations. 
  BM 3: Collect organize, and display sufficient data to support an analysis. 
 
CCG: Analyze scientific information to develop and present conclusions. 
 CS: Analyze scientific information to develop and present conclusions. 
  BM 2: Summarize, analyze, and interpret data from investigations. 
  BM 3: Summarize and analyze data including possible sources of error.  Explain 
   results and offer reasonable and accurate interpretations and implications. 
 
**Teacher Note:  Take a look at the Enrichment for Part B.  There are three more soil mysteries 

which work off the original investigation. 
 
 



#71 – WATCH ON WETLANDS 
(7 - 8) 

 
English/Writing 
 
CCG: Use a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive) in an appropriate 

context. 
 CS: Use a variety of modes and written forms to express ideas. 

BM 3: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive) 
and forms (e.g., essays, stories, letters, research papers, reports) appropriate to 
audience and purpose. 

 
English/Communication 
 
CCG: Structure oral, visual, written and multi-media presentations in clear sequence, making 

connections and transitions among ideas and elements. 
 CS: Structure information in clear sequence, making connections and transitions among  

ideas, sentences, and paragraphs. 
  BM 3: Demonstrate organization by developing a beginning, middle and end and by 
   providing clear sequencing of ideas and transitions. 
 
Mathematics/Measurement 
 
CCG: Describe, estimate and use measures of length, perimeter, weight, time, temperature, money 

and capacity. 
 CS: Apply direct methods of measurement in metric, U. S. customary and other systems. 
  BM 3: Measure length, perimeter, weight, area, volume, temperature, angle and  
   distance using standard and nonstandard units of measurement. 
 
Mathematics/Statistics and Probability 
 
CCG: Read, construct, and interpret displays of data (e.g., charts, tables, graphs) using appropriate 

techniques and technologies. 
CCG: Analyze data to determine strength of relationships between sets, draw conclusions and make 

predictions. 
 CS: Create charts, tables and graphs and use statistics to summarize data, draw inferences  

and make predictions. 
  BM 3: Create, interpret and analyze charts, tables and graphs to display data, draw 
   conclusions and solve problems. 
 



PLT #71: Watch on Wetlands (cont.) 
 
Social Sciences/Social Science Analysis: 
 
CCG: Define and clarify an issue so that its dimensions are well understood. 
 CS: Identify, research and clarify an event, issue, problem or phenomenon of significance 

to society. 
  BM 3: Clarify key aspects of an event, issue, or problem through inquiry and research. 
CCG: Acquire and organize materials from primary and secondary sources. 

CS: Gather, use and evaluate researched information to support analysis and conclusions. 
  BM 3: Gather, interpret, use, and document information from multiple 
   sources, distinguishing facts from opinions and recognizing points of view. 
CCG: Explain various perspectives on an event, or issue and the reasoning behind them. 
 CS: Understand an event, issue, problem or phenomenon from multiple perspectives. 

BM 3: Examine a controversial event, issue or problem from more than one 
perspective. 

CCG: Identify and analyze an issue. 
 CS: Identify and analyze characteristics, causes and consequences of an event, issue, 

problem or phenomenon. 
  BM 3: Examine the various characteristics, causes and effects of an event, issue 
   or problem. 
CCG: Select a course of action to resolve an issue.  

CS: Identify, compare and evaluate outcomes, responses or solutions then reach a 
supported conclusion. 

  BM 3: Consider two or more outcomes, responses or solutions, identify their  
   strengths and weaknesses, then conclude and justify which is the best. 
 
 



#72 – AIR WE BREATHE 
(6 - 8) 

 
**Teacher Note:  Since the three activities described within this lesson are so diverse, we 

correlated the content standards to each activity rather than to the entire lesson. 
 
 

Part A – Particle Pursuit 
Science/Scientific Inquiry 
 
CCG: Conduct procedures to collect, organize and display scientific data. 
 CS: Collect, organize and display scientific data. 
  BM 3: Collect, organize and display sufficient data to support analysis. 
 
 

Part B – Invisible 
 Gas Attack 

English/Reading 
 
CCG: Demonstrate literal comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 
 CS: Demonstrate literal comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 
  BM 3 Identify sequence of events, main ideas, facts, supporting details, and 
   opinions, in literary, informative and practical selections. 
 
 

Part C – Air Patrol 
 

English/Reading 
 
CCG: Demonstrate literal comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 
 CS: Demonstrate literal comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 
  BM 3 Identify sequence of events, main ideas, facts, supporting details and 
   opinions in literary, informative and practical selections. 
 
Science/Science in Personal and Social Perspectives 
 
CCG: Explain risks and benefits in personal and community health from a science perspective. 
 



#73 – WASTE WATCHERS 
(5 - 8) 

 
Mathematics/Calculations and Estimations 
 
CCG: Select and use appropriate methods and tools for computing with numbers (e.g., mental 

calculation, paper and pencil, calculator, computer). 
CS: Compute with whole numbers, fractions, decimals, and integers using paper and pencil, 

calculators and computers. 
  BM 2: Perform calculations on whole numbers, fractions, and decimals using paper 
   and pencil and calculators. 
  BM 3: Perform calculations on whole numbers, fractions, decimals and integers  
   using paper and pencil, calculators and/or computers. 
 
Science/Science in Social and Personal Perspectives: 
 
CCG: Explain risks and benefits in personal and community health from a science perspective. 
 
**Teacher Note:  Check the enrichment ideas for possible ties to community projects.  Call your local 

electric companies for current graphics and information. 
 



#74 – PEOPLE, PLACES, THINGS 
(K - 3) 

 
Social Sciences/Geography 
 
CCG: Understand how people and the environment are interrelated. 

CS: Understand how humans affect the physical environment. 
  BM 1: Understand how people’s lives are affected by the physical environment. 
 
 
**Teacher Note:  These activities are a rich source of ideas for the beginning of a map unit.  Upper 

elementary teachers may want to read this activity as an organizer for a map unit. 
 



#75 – TIPI TALK 
(4 - 8) 

 
English/Reading 
 
CCG: Use a variety of reading strategies to increase comprehension and learning. 

CS: Locate information and clarify meaning by skimming, scanning, close reading and other 
reading strategies. 

  BM 2: Locate information and clarify meaning by using illustrations, tables of  
   contents, glossaries, indexes, headings, graphs, charts, diagrams and/or 
   tables. 
  BM 3: Locate information and clarify meaning by using tables of contents, glossaries, 
   indexes, heading, graphs, charts, diagrams and/or tables. 
 



#76 – TREE COOKIES 
(3 - 8) 

 
**Teacher Note:  This hands-on activity is a great one; teaching about tree growth and conditions 
that affect tree growth.  However, as written, it does not appear to meet any specific content 
standards.  We do suggest conducting this activity, but that it be proceeded by Activity #63: Tree 
Factory, for a more complete experience. 
 



#77 – TREES IN TROUBLE 
(1-8) 

 
Part A – Neighborhood Checkup (1-8) 

 
English/Reading 
 
CCG: Demonstrate literal comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 
 CS: Demonstrate literal comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 
  BM 1: Retell, summarize or identify sequence of events, main ideas, facts and 
   opinions in literary and informative selections. 
  BM 2: Identify sequence of events, main ideas, facts, supporting details, and  
   opinions in literary, informative and practical selections. 
  BM 3: Identify sequence of events, main ideas, facts, supporting details, and 
   opinions in literary, informative and practical selections. 
 
English/Writing 
 
CCG: Use a variety of written forms (e.g., journals, essays, short stories, poems, research papers, 

business and technical writing) to express ideas appropriate to audience and purpose. 
 
Mathematics/Measurement 
 
CCG: Describe, estimate and use measures of length, perimeter, weight, time, temperature, money 

and capacity. 
 CS: Apply direct measures of measurement in metric, U. S. customary and other systems. 
  BM 1: Measure length, perimeter, weight, area, time, and temperature using standard 
   and nonstandard units of measurement. 
  BM 2: Measure length, perimeter, weight, area, volume, time, temperature and angle 
   using standard and nonstandard units of measurement. 
  BM 3: Measure length, perimeter, weight, area, volume, temperature, angle and  
   distance using standard and nonstandard units of measurement. 
 

Part B – Plants Under Stress (4-8) 
 
English/Writing: 
 
CCG: Use a variety of written forms (e.g., journals, essays, short stories, poems, research papers, 

business and technical writing) to express ideas appropriate to audience and purpose. 
 
Science/Scientific Inquiry 
 
CCG: Conduct procedures to collect, organize and display scientific data. 
 CS: Collect, organize and display scientific data. 



  BM 1: Collect data from an investigation. 
  BM 2: Collect, organize and summarize data from investigations. 
  BM 3: Collect, organize, and display sufficient data to support analysis. 



#79 – TREE LIFECYCLE 
(3 – 6) 

 
Science/Life Science 
 
CCG: Understand the transmission of traits in living things. 
 CS: Understand the transmission of traits in living things. 
  BM 2: Describe the life cycle of an organism. 
 
**Teacher Note:  This activity is more content dense than appears above.  If you are using the 

modification taught in most workshops that includes the writing of the tree’s story, 
then look carefully at the writing content standards, especially if you carry out the full 
writing process. You can arrange the activity to meet several writing content standards 
and benchmarks. 



#80 – NOTHING SUCCEEDS LIKE SUCCESSION 
(3 - 8) 

 
English/Reading 
 
CCG: Demonstrate literal comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 
 CS: Demonstrate literal comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 
  BM 1: Retell, summarize or identify sequence of events, main ideas, facts and opinions 
   in literary and informative selections. 
  BM 2: Identify sequence of events, main ideas, facts, supporting details and opinions 
   in literary, informative and practical selections. 
  BM 3: Identify sequence of events, main ideas, facts, supporting details and opinions 
   in literary, informative and practical selections. 
 
 
 
 



#81 – LIVING WITH FIRE 
(4 – 8) 

 
**Teacher Note:  Teachers of 7th and 8th grade may want to look at the curriculum package and 

teaching kit entitled Fire in Pacific Northwest Ecosystems, produced in 1997 by the 
Environmental Education Association of Oregon and the Pacific Northwest Wildfire 
Coordinating Group.  It is a nine-week curriculum intended for middle and high school 
students, which incorporates lessons specifically about fire ecology and fire issues in 
the Pacific Northwest region. 

 



#82 – RESOURCE-GO-ROUND 
(4 - 8) 

 
 
Science/Science in Personal and Social Perspectives: 
 
CCG: Describe how daily choices of individuals, taken together, affect global resource cycles, 

ecosystems, and natural resource supplies. 



#83 – REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE 
(4 - 8) 

 
Science/Science in Personal and Social Perspectives: 
 
CCG: Describe how daily choices of individuals, taken together, affect global resource cycles, 

ecosystems, and natural resource supplies. 
 
Social Sciences/Economics: 
 
CCG: Understand that resources are limited (e.g., scarcity) 

 CS: Understand the economic concept of scarcity. 
BM 2: Understand that all economic choices have costs and benefits, and compare  

   options in terms of costs and benefits. 
 
**Teacher Note:  Project 3 of this activity needs to be included to work towards this benchmark. 



#84 – A PEEK AT PACKAGING 
(5 - 8) 

 
Science/Science and Technology: 
 
CCG: Understand the process of technological design to solve problems and meet needs. 
 
**Teacher Note:  As written, this activity doesn’t meet other benchmarks, but the lesson could be 

easily extended to work towards several 5th and 8th grade benchmarks in the sciences 
and social sciences (Please see related activities #82: Resource-Go-Round and #83: 
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle for suggestions).  



#85 – AIR TO DRIVE 
(5 - 8) 

 
Mathematics/Calculations and Estimations 
 
CCG: Select and use appropriate methods and tools for computing with numbers(e.g., mental 

calculation, paper and pencil, calculator, computer). 
 CS: Compute with whole numbers, fractions, decimals and integers using paper and pencil,  

calculators, and computers. 
  BM 2: Perform calculations on whole numbers, fractions and decimals, using paper 
   and pencil and calculators. 
  BM 3: Perform calculations on whole numbers, fractions, decimals, and integers, 
   using paper and pencil, calculators and/or computers. 
 
Science/Science in Personal and Social Perspectives: 
 
CCG: Explain risks and benefits in personal and community health from a science perspective. 



#86 – OUR CHANGING WORLD 
( 5 - 8) 

 
**Teacher Note:  This promises to be a fun, culminating activity that could be used as an assessment 

after studying content in science such as interdependence and diversity.  As a stand-
alone activity, it does not meet a current content standard or benchmark. (Please see 
Activity #45: Web of Life for related concepts… Our Changing World can be a deeper 
enrichment of that activity.) 

 



#87 – EARTH MANNERS 
(PREK - 4) 

 
Science/Science in Personal and Social Perspectives: 
 
CCG: Describe how daily choices of individuals, taken together, affect global resource cycles, 

ecosystems, and natural resource supplies. 
 
 



#88 – LIFE ON THE EDGE 
(4 - 8) 

 
English/Reading 
 
CCG: Demonstrate literal comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 
 CS: Demonstrate literal comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 
  BM 2: Identify sequence of events, main ideas, facts, supporting details and 
   opinions in literary, informative and practical selections. 
  BM 3: Identify sequence of events, main ideas, facts, supporting details and 
   opinions in literary, informative and practical selections. 
 
English/Communication 
 
CCG: Communicate supported ideas, using oral, visual, written and multi-media forms in ways 

appropriate to topic, context, audience and purpose. 
 CS: Communicate knowledge of the topic including relevant examples, facts, anecdotes, and  

details. 
BM 2: Convey clear, focused main ideas with supporting details appropriate to 

audience and purpose. 
BM 3: Convey clear, focused main ideas with accurate, relevant supporting details, 

including documentation of sources, appropriate to audience and purpose. 
 
Science/Life Science 
 
CCG: Understand the relationships among living things and between living things and their 

environments. 
 CS: Explain and analyze the interdependence of organisms in their natural environment. 
  BM 2: Describe the relationship between characteristics of specific habitats 
   and the organisms that live there. 
  BM 3: Identify and describe the factors that influence or change the balance 
   of populations in their environment. 



# 89 – TREES FOR MANY REASONS 
(2 - 8) 

 
**Teacher Note:  As written, this activity does not meet the content standards or benchmarks in 

reading because students are listening, not reading themselves.  In order for this 
activity to work towards the benchmarks, students must read each or both stories. 
If the students are reading themselves, then Parts A and B, include questions which 
would work towards the content standard of literal comprehension.  The questions 
listed in the “Variation for Grades 5 - 8” are more inferential and thus would work 
towards the content standard of inferential comprehension. 

 



#90 – THE NATIVE WAY 
(4 - 8) 

 
English/Literature 
 
CCG: Read a variety of literary forms (e.g., novels, poems, plays, short stories, autobiographies, 

essays) of varying complexity from a variety of cultures and time periods. 
CS: Read a variety of selections and recognize distinguishing characteristics of various 

literary forms. 
  BM 2: Read a variety of literary selections, including novels, short stories, poetry, 
   plays, and nonfiction and identify characteristics of literary forms. 

BM 3: Read a variety of literary works and distinguish among characteristics of a 
variety of literary forms, including novels, short stories, poetry, plays, and 
nonfiction.  

 
**Teacher Note:  This activity is based on Chief Seattle’s famous speech. Both the fictionalized and 

actual speeches are included here. 



#91 – IN THE GOOD OLD DAYS 
(4 - 8) 

 
Part A – Past Perspectives (4-8) 

 
English/Reading 
 
CCG: Demonstrate literal comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 
 CS: Demonstrate literal comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 
  BM 2: Identify sequence of events, main ideas, facts, supporting details and 
   opinions in literary, informative and practical selections. 
  BM 3: Identify sequence of events, main ideas, facts, supporting details, and opinions 
   in literary, informative and practical selections. 
 
English/Communication 
 
CCG: Communicate supported ideas using oral, visual, written and multi-media forms in ways 

appropriate to topic, context, audience and purpose. 
CS: Communicate knowledge of the topic, including relevant examples, facts, anecdotes, and 

details. 
BM 2: Convey clear, focused main ideas with supporting details appropriate to 
audience and purpose. 

  BM 3: Convey clear, focused main ideas with accurate, relevant supporting details 
   including documentation of sources, appropriate to audience and purpose. 
 
CCG: Structure oral, visual, written and multi-media presentations in clear sequence, making 

connections and transitions among ideas and elements. 
CS: Structure information in clear sequence, making connections and transitions among 

ideas, sentences and paragraphs. 
  BM 2: Demonstrate organization by developing a beginning, middle and end with clear 
   sequencing of ideas and transitions. 
  BM 3: Demonstrate organization by developing a beginning, middle and end and by  
   providing clear sequencing of ideas and transitions. 
 
Social Sciences/History 
 
CCG: Understand and interpret events, issues and developments within and across eras of U. S. 

history. 
CS: Understand the importance and lasting influence of issues, events, people, and 

developments in U. S. history. 
BM 2: Understand how individuals, issues and events changed or significantly 
influenced the course of U. S. history from pre-history through the period of the 
American Revolution. 

 
 



PLT #91: In the Good Old Days (cont.) 
 

Part B – Forest of Words (6 - 8) 
 

English/Literature 
 
CCG: Read a variety of literary forms (e.g., novels, poems, plays, short stories, autobiographies, 

essays) of varying complexity from a variety of cultures and time periods. 
CS: Read a variety of selections and recognize distinguishing characteristics of various 

literary forms. 
BM 2: Read a variety of literary selections, including novels, short stories, poetry, 

plays, and nonfiction and identify characteristics of literary forms. 
BM 3: Read a variety of literary works and distinguish among characteristics of a 

variety of literary forms, including novels, short stories, poetry, plays, and 
nonfiction.  

 
CCG: Evaluate how the form of a literary work and the use of literary elements and devices (e.g., 

setting, plot, theme, character, word choice, point of view, tone, language) contribute to the 
work’s message and impact. 
CS: Analyze the author’s techniques and methods and make supported interpretations of 

the selection. 
BM 2: Identify character, plot, setting and theme and describe how they contribute 

to the meaning of a literary selection. 
BM 3: Recognize and examine how character, plot, setting and theme contribute to 

the meaning of a literary selection. 
 

English/Writing 
 
CCG: Use a variety of written forms (e.g., journals, essays, short stories, poems, research papers, 

business and technical writing) to express ideas appropriate to audience and purpose. 
CCG: Reflect and evaluate own writing.  

CS: Use a variety of modes and written forms to express ideas. 
BM 2: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive) 
and forms (e.g., essays, stories, reports) appropriate to audience and purpose. 
BM 3: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive) 

and forms (e.g., essays, stories, letters, research papers, reports) appropriate 
to audience and purpose. 

 
 

 
 

 



#92 – A LOOK AT LIFESTYLES 
(5 - 8) 

 
Social Sciences/Geography 
 
CCG: Understand how people and the environment are interrelated. 
 CS: Understand how humans affect the physical environment. 
  BM 2: Understand how physical environments are affected by human activities. 

 BM 3: Understand how human modifications of the physical environment in a place 
affects both that place and other places. 

 
CS: Understand how physical characteristics in the environment and changes in the environment 

affect human activities. 
  BM 2: Understand how human activities are affected by the physical environment. 
  BM 3: Understand how changes in a physical environment affect human activity. 
 
CCG: Understand how different points of view, self-interest, and global distribution of natural 

resources play a role in conflict over territory. 
CCG: Understand the geographic results of resource use and management programs and policies. 
 
**Teacher Note:  In order to achieve these CCG’s , the teacher must have the students complete the 

student page, “Beliefs and Behaviors” as listed in the Assessment Opportunity #1 as 
well as facilitate an in-depth discussion comparing the three lifestyles. 



#93 – PAPER CIVILIZATIONS 
(4 - 8) 

 
English/Reading 
 
CCG: Demonstrate literal comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 

CS: Demonstrate literal comprehension of a variety of printed materials. 
BM 2: Identify sequence of events, main ideas, facts, supporting details, and 

   opinions in literary, informative and practical selections. 
BM 3: Identify sequence of events, main ideas, facts, supporting details, and 

   opinions in literary, informative and practical selections. 
 
Social Sciences/History 
 
CCG: Interpret and reconstruct chronological relationships. 

CS: Understand, represent and interpret chronological relationships in history. 
BM 2: Interpret data and chronological relationships presented in timelines and 

narratives. 
 
 

** Teacher Note:  To reach the above benchmark in History, ask students to do additional research 
on the time period which is represented by their papermaking event. You may want 
students to link their event to other historical events as well. 

 



#94 – WHERE ARE THE CEDARS OF LEBANON? 
(6 -8) 

 
Social Sciences/Geography 
 
CCG: Understand how people and the environment are interrelated. 
 CS: Understand how humans affect the physical environment. 

BM 3: Understand how human modifications of the physical environment in a place 
affects both that place and other places. 

 



#95 - DID YOU NOTICE?   
(K  - 8) 

 
Part A – Changes in You (K - 4) 

 
Part B – Making a Timeline (3 - 8) 

 
English/Writing 
 
CCG: Use a variety of written forms (e.g., journals, essays, short stories, poems, research papers, 

business and technical writing) to express ideas appropriate to audience and purpose. 
 CS: Use a variety of modes and written forms to express ideas. 
  BM 1: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository). 
 BM 2: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive) 

and forms (e.g., essays, stories, reports) appropriate to audience and purpose. 
BM 3: Write in a variety of modes (e.g., narrative, imaginative, expository, persuasive) 
and forms (e.g., essays, stories, letters, research papers, reports) appropriate to 
audience and purpose. 

 
 
 



#96 – IMPROVE YOUR PLACE 
(5 - 8) 

 
Social Sciences/Social Science Analysis 
 
CCG: Identify, and analyze an issue. 

CS: Identify and analyze characteristics, causes and consequences of an event, issue, 
problem, or phenomena. 

  BM 2: Identify characteristics of an event, issue or problem, suggesting possible  
   causes and results. 
  BM 3: Examine the various characteristics, causes and effects of an event, issue, 
   or problem. 
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